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It is not to be wondered at if soul-hunger has perpetually
sought salvation on terms which give poor humanity a brighter
hope. Dr Dhalla gives us an account1 of mystical schools
which flourished three centuries ago, and borrowed their
theory and practice from Hindu Yogism. The borrowing
impulse has been strong in later times. A few years ago
there seemed to be some tendency to find the satisfaction of
realized need in Christianity. Unhappily this did not last
long. India strangely believes that Christianity is a Western
religion ; and the educated Indian to-day is suffering from an
acute attack of nationalism. We who are nationalists ourselves
cannot but applaud and wish well to such a movement in the
abstract. But India's interests are very badly served when
men clamorously assert that she has nothing to learn from
outside. It suits some of her interested Western flatterers to
make her the chosen home of the spirit, while the rest of the
world wallows in materialism. Wiser and truer friends will
tell her that no nation lives to itself, that in these days less
than ever can we afford to dispense with the fruits of other
men's thought and experience. The West receives with grati-
tude the contributions of India to the world's treasure of
thought and poetry: witness the popularity of Tagore. But
when the rubbish of occultism is palmed off as the ripe product
of Indian thought, the rest of the world shrugs its shoulders
and passes on. Unfortunately, for reasons we discussed "before,
this imposture has not been thoroughly found out in India,
and it is still popular as a thoroughly native output

Largely under this influence, Parsi piety tends to-day to
a very eclectic habit. Few finer examples of true religion
could be found in India than in the life of the late B. M.
Malabari. His magnificent work for womanhood, his inflexibly
honest and devoted toil for the highest interests of his country,
sprang from the unmistakable inspiration of religion. But
though he was a Parsi, it was not his own faith alone, or
even mainly, which inspired him. He seemed to have owed
1 Zor. Theol, pp. 31 iff.